Book reviews
Medical and Surgical Emergencies edited by John H Schneewind MD 3rdedn ppx+434 illustrated £4.25
Chicago: Year Book Medical 1973 London: Lloyd-Luke This tersely written book encompasses a very wide range of medical and surgical emergencies which is compressed into a volume that can be carried in a coat pocket.
Multiple authorship enables the breadth of information to be covered adequately, although there is a strong surgical bias because the book is slanted towards problems encountered in the accident and emergency department. The size and style of the book does not allow it to raise uncertainties about management and its didactic approach therefore needs to be based on principles of diagnosis and treatment that are widely acceptable. Unfortunately this is not always the case and I found a number of sections misleading or outdated, e.g. that on acute respiratory failure. With a didactic approach the contents tend to become parochial, for there is seldom agreement about details of management at either a local or an international level. The parochial nature of such an approach is also seen in use of drugs which appear somewhat dated, viewed from a country not 'protected' by the FDA from newer preparations, and this too will limit the usefulness of the book in England.
In summary, a comprehensive and concise account but probably best reserved for local use.
TIM CLARK
Year Book of Orthopedics and Traumatic Surgery 1973 edited by H Herman Young MD pp 464 illustrated £7.50 Chicago: Year Book Medical 1973 London: Lloyd-Luke This is a review, in abstract form, of papers of orthopedic interest taken from international sources. The abstracts have been selected by the editors who have attempted to choose papers with a high degree of excellence. Many of the abstracts are analysed by the editors in brief footnotes. A wide field is covered with sections on congenital deformities, children's and adults' fractures, the hip and orthopeedic research, to mention a few. In all there are seventeen sections, each section dealing with several conditions or problems. One puzzling feature of this book is the inclusion of equinus deformity in cerebral palsy in the section on infectious diseases! As a rapid method of reading papers that otherwise would be missed this is a useful directory of current thought in orthopadics.
W A CRABBE

Chemotaxis and Inflammation by Peter C Wilkinson MD pp vi +214 illustrated £4 Edinburgh & London: Churchill Livingstone 1974
The introduction by Stephen Boyden of his millipore chamber made the study of leukocyte chemotaxis simple, reproducible and quantitative. His work ushered in a new era of active research, of which this book is an admirable review. In the past many pathologists doubted the phenomenon; now some are still sceptical of its relevance in vivo. The studies of Spector, Willoughby and others on acute inflammation showed that vasodilation, protein-leakage and leukocyteemigration all vary independently. Chemotaxis may well play a role in leukocyte movement across the venular wall. Leukocyte directional movement is intimately related to phagocytosis and lysosomal release. In some instances chemotaxis is a more sensitive indicator of complement activation than lysis. Experiments with leukocytes may shed some light on cellular movements in ontogeny. These are some examples why this book should be interesting and stimulating to pathologists, whether experimentalists, teachers or theoreticians. It helpfully reviews techniques, pharmacology and biochemistry of chemotaxis, the role of chemotaxis in inflammation, and what is known about exogenous and endogenous chemotactens. It contains good summarizing tables and sets out a useful guide of key references. The chapter on Molecular Recognition Mechanisms is somewhat simplistic and confusing, and mars an otherwise level-headed discussion. Nearly all chemotactic factors are macromolecules, the structure and shape of most are unknown and few are available in chemically homogeneous form. A discussion of 'receptors', 'recognition' and specificity seems to the reviewer to be hardly justified. In spite of these criticisms, the book can be recommended.
